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This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful 
before the Lord his God. In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in 

obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly.  
And so he prospered. 2 Chronicles 31:20-21 

 

Reading through 1–2 Chronicles in my daily devotions, I have been struck by the rank apostasy of some 
of the kings and queens of Israel and Judah. So when we read the account of Hezekiah’s faithfulness to 
the Lord his God, it is like a beacon in a stormy night. I pray that we may be found as faithful in such 
circumstances. 

We apologise for the delay in this latest prayer letter and hope that you enjoy catching up on our news 
from Strathfieldsaye! 

We moved into our own property in Bendigo in November, just in time for the hottest summer on 
record to test our very old air-conditioner. By the grace of God we survived and now know what we 
need to do to improve the passive cooling capability through the house. Now for winter! 

Alyssa has moved to Melbourne to commence a degree in accounting, and Zoe is still with us in 
Bendigo beginning a double degree in social work/human services. This is a new season for us as a 
family and we would appreciate your prayers as Alyssa and Zoe launch into independence.  

The Community Carols in December (pictured left) were 
threatened by a band of storms that seemed to separate 
and go around us (prayer works!). The event was very well 
attended and Dave Gillette from Bendigo Baptist gave a 
great kids talk that clearly proclaimed the gospel to the 
crowd. We overcame the administrative and audio 
problems of previous years, meaning future events should 
be simpler to organise and run. 

Our Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Anglican & Uniting Churches for the next four years was 



signed over summer, and some lingering questions over Safe 
Church practice were tidied up at the same time. Steve 
continues to work on documentation for prospective co-
operating centres as it is ever-changing at the denominational 
level and complex to administrate at the local level. 

And yet God is doing great work amongst His people in 
Strathfieldsaye! We continue to grow in number and finances 
locally, and in 2019 have committed to the greatest reduction 
in BCA funding yet to just over a third of our initial funding 
five years ago. We are excited to be able to release funding 
from Strathfieldsaye for BCA to ‘go the distance’ across Australia. 

Sadly in 2019 we will not be running Playgroup or a Holiday Program, but we are exploring new 
opportunities for mission and outreach in the local community with the talents and connections of our 
congregation. We are running intentional courses in the Bible, evangelism and discipleship through the 
year, and trialling a mid-week service for older congregational members to worship in their preferred 
style while opening up the Sunday service to contemporary forms of worship. 

Our relationships with local schools are growing and we can see opportunities on the horizon with 
them. On another front, mission-focused property development is being explored on the green field 
paddocks behind our church.  
 

Praise and prayer points: 
As always, we thank you for your support and prayer. 

We praise God for: 

• Growth in our church through the work of the Holy Spirit 
• Good relationships with local schools 
• Faithfulness in Christ despite division in the Uniting Church of Australia. 

We pray for: 

• Strength and courage to follow Jesus and share His Good News in all circumstances 
• Interest and commitment to the courses we run in 2019 
• Open doors for mission 
• For Alyssa now living in Melbourne, and Zoe, beginning university courses. 

Thank you for your prayers and messages of support. 

Steve & Vanessa Weickhardt 
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